20 September 2018

European Parliament Delegation visits Khan Al-Ahmar, pledges support for
Palestinian Bedouin Communities.

"The European Parliament will continue to oppose the destruction of the Bedouin village of
Khan Al-Ahmar and other communities facing eviction in the Occupied Palestinian
Territories", Neoklis Sylikiotis, Chair of the European Parliament Delegation for Relations
with Palestine said during a visit to the community on the periphery of Jerusalem on
Wednesday.

Khan Al-Ahmar is one of 46 Bedouin Communities living under the threat of eviction in an
area which lIsraeli has earmarked for the expansion of illegal settlements. The area is of
strategic importance to preserve the continuity of the future Palestinian state.

“We express our sincere solidarity with the Palestinian people and their decades-long
struggle for freedom, justice and equality. We support the Palestinian right to self-
determination and oppose Israel's regime of occupation, colonialism and apartheid,”
Sylikiotis said.

The European Parliament last week adopted a resolution opposing an Israeli Supreme Court
decision clearing the destruction of the Bedouin village, and called on the EU to act
immediately and ensure that the residents of Khan Al-Ahmar keep their homes.

“This European Parliament Delegation will firmly and unequivocally defend this community,”
Sylikiotis said, adding that the forcible transfer of people under occupation was a grave
breach of the Fourth Geneva Convention and amounted to a war crime.

“These demolition orders and similar ones by the Israeli authorities have a sole objective: to
enlarge the settlements and divide the West Bank. It is part of the expansion policy of
settlements of Israel, which are illegal as stated in the UN Security Council Resolution 2334.

“The EU has repeatedly stated its support to the two-state solution. Settlements are illegal
under international law and an obstacle to peace. The EU must now act decisively to defend
its positions which are based on international law,” Sylikiotis said.

The European Parliament Delegation is led by Chair Neoklis Sylikiotis (GUE/NGL, Cyprus)

and is composed of five other Members: (Vice-Chair of Delegation, Greens,
Denmark), (S&D, France), (GUE/NGL, Greece)
(S&D, Spain) and (S&D, Spain). Ms

Gardiazabal Rubial joins the delegation as standing rapporteur from the Budgets Committee,
while Mr Guerrero Salom is standing rapporteur on humanitarian aid in the Development
Committee.


http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28161/MARGRETE_AUKEN_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124947/EDOUARD_MARTIN_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/125091/SOFIA_SAKORAFA_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96991/EIDER_GARDIAZABAL+RUBIAL_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96991/EIDER_GARDIAZABAL+RUBIAL_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96768/ENRIQUE_GUERRERO+SALOM_home.html
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